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North Georgia named top ROTC unit in U.S.
North Georgia College & State University’s Corps of Cadets has been honored as one of the top ROTC units in the nation by being named a winner of  
the 2010 MacArthur Award.  The MacArthur Awards, presented since 1989, recognize unit performance based on the ideals of Gen. Douglas MacArthur. 
MG Arthur Bartell, commanding general of Cadet Command, described the award as the pinnacle of success for brigade leadership. North Georgia  
previously received the MacArthur Award in 1991 and 1995.
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has a storied career




Ashlie Shrewsbury didn’t set out to make 
history, but she set a major milestone by 
becoming the first female leader of the 
school’s Corps of Cadets.
The strong values and leadership skills that 
alum Gene Patterson developed in the Corps
of Cadets at North Georgia set the foundation 
for his journalistic legacy. 
The Millennial generation, people born 
between 1981 and 2000, is having a 
major impact on the nation’s universities, 
and North Georgia is seeing the effect.
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How is the demand for higher education impacting  
North Georgia and enrollment?
The University System of Georgia is expanding at a 
rapid rate – serving 30,000 more students than two years 
ago. North Georgia has experienced this growth for more 
than a decade and demand is expected to be strong for the 
foreseeable future. 
Our university, with more than 5,600 students now, 
is located in a growing region where demand will likely 
exceed the pace in many other parts of the state. 
We are expected to provide our fair share of access to 
higher education for citizens of our service region in the 
northeast corridor of the state. We still have room to grow 
in Dahlonega, but we are concerned that the university’s 
enrollment could outstrip the town’s capacity to provide 
infrastructure and services or to absorb increased traffic 
and other consequences of unmanaged growth. 
We have had a 25-year presence at Gainesville State 
College, and anticipate continuing that relationship, but 
would require additional space to expand that location. 
We are developing a partnership with Forsyth County and 
with Gainesville State, to create a permanent campus in 
Cumming that might reduce the pressure on our Dahl-
onega campus.
How will construction of two new residence halls affect  
the campus?
The new residence halls will open in August and will 
enable the university to provide as many students as pos-
sible a full-time living and learning experience and reverse 
a long-term trend that limited enrollment increases to 
non-residential students. For our Corps of Cadets, this will 
provide the first modern residential facilities in nearly 50 
years.
How are the recession and state budget cuts impacting 
North Georgia?
The most tangible impact on the institutional budget 
has been a 20 percent reduction in our state appropriation. 
For students, the result has been an increase in tuition and 
fees to replace some of the lost funding. For faculty and 
staff, a lack of salary increases was coupled with system-
mandated furloughs that resulted in the loss of six days’ 
salary. Likewise, private funding – from friends of the 
university who support our work through donations to the 
North Georgia College & State University Foundation 
– has slowed, reducing our capacity to meet outstanding 
needs. However, our campus community is showing great 
strength and camaraderie in the face of these challenges. 
How is the university able to undertake significant construc-
tion projects in the face of these budget challenges?
It does seem paradoxical that we are faced with  
difficulties in our operating budget but are able to secure 
resources for capital projects; however, these two funding 
sources are separate and distinct. Operating funds come 
from tuition and state appropriations for the most part, 
and are intended for use during the year for which they  
are allocated. Capital funding for the four major construc-
tion projects (the two residence halls, parking deck and 
dining hall) is obtained through debt financing and must 
be paid back over time through revenues generated by 
those activities (students paying housing, parking and 
dining fees). 
What is on the horizon for the university?
The 2009-2010 academic year marked the second year 
of implementation of the university’s Strategic Plan. Our 
work is being guided by four strategic themes based on our 
leadership mission, derived from our mission designation 
by the Board of Regents as a “leadership university.” 
Our goal is to practice leadership by achieving national 
distinction in four dimensions of leadership: teaching and 
learning innovation, educating engaged citizens, contrib-
uting to regional development, and creating an organi-
zational culture that is a living reflection of our mission 
and the university’s seven core values – courage, integrity, 
loyalty, respect, service, truth and wisdom.
Several initiatives are underway to realize these lead-
ership objectives, including an emphasis on language 
studies, expanding the number of languages we offer, 
the relationships we have with universities and peoples 
abroad, and our leadership in providing intensive language 
learning experiences (including the teaching of English to 
non-native speakers).
We plan to develop and extend our emphases on 
experience-based learning through increased internships, 
service learning, undergraduate research conducted by 
student-faculty teams, and building career-related connec-
tions between students and North Georgia alumni. 
Our military mission remains strong, too, as we seek  
to increase the number of cadets who commission each 
year. 
Throughout all of these efforts, we will strive to improve 
our organizational capacity for service and professionalism.
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Golf teams compete 
in inaugural season
The North Georgia men’s and wom-
en’s golf teams competed in their inaugu-
ral season in the NCAA Division II and 
the Peach Belt Conference, taking on 
some of the best teams in the Southeast. 
Junior Brian Mallory, pictured left, 
led the men’s team in the fall by posting 
a 79.0 stroke average in his first season 
with the Saints. The teams’ home course 
is Achasta, a residential golf community 
developed by Reynolds Signature Com-
munities, in Dahlonega.
Board of Regents visit campus 
In a historic event for North Georgia, the Board of Regents of the University System of 
Georgia met at the university’s campus in October.
“This was a rare opportunity for the Board of Regents to visit our campus as a group, and it 
gave us the opportunity to share information about our programs and activities with key deci-
sion makers in the University System of Georgia and have them experience first-hand what 
makes North Georgia such a special place,” President David Potter said.
This was the first time the Board of Regents had met at North Georgia in recent history, and 
for many board members, it was their first time to visit campus.  They are pictured in front of 
the Library Technology Center.
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North Georgia ranks 
among top 25 in
South’s best schools
North Georgia named one 
of nation’s best values 
For the sixth  
consecutive year, 
North Georgia 
College & State 
University has been 
included among the 
top Public Universi-
ties in the South 
among those institutions providing under-
graduate and master’s programs in U.S.News 
& World Report’s annual edition of “America’s 
Best Colleges.”
North Georgia 
College & State 
University was 
named as one of 
the nation’s 100 







Kiplinger’s Personal Finance annually 
ranks the 100 schools “that exemplify 
excellent academics while keeping 
their in-state and out-of-state costs to 
a minimum.”
North Georgia was ranked at #78 on 
the list. Three other Georgia schools 
were also on the list. The University of 
Georgia was #6, Georgia Tech ranked 
at #15, and Georgia Southern Univer-
sity, #90.
The ranking evaluates academic 
excellence and affordability at more 
than 500 public colleges and univer-
sities. Criteria include tuition cost, 
average debt, student/faculty ratio, and 
admission rate.
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Click back through history...
University has leading role
in broadband initiative 
Through a grant from the Georgia Humanities Council and the 
National Endowment for the Arts and through appropriations 
from the Georgia General Assembly, North Georgia’s Archives 
and Special Collections unit was able to digitize 100 nineteenth 
century glass plate negatives produced by Lon Bruce,a local pho-
tographer.  In 2009, the Library Technology Center, with assis-
tance from Lyrasis and the Sloan Foundation, digitized a selection 
of items from its more fragile collections, including many Cyclops 
yearbooks, which began production in 1906. As funding becomes 
available, the center plans to complete digitization of all the 
yearbooks and other historically significant resources. To see the 
collection online, visit libguides.northgeorgia.edu/archives.
orth Georgia College & State 
University has a leading role in the 
North Georgia Network broadband 
initiative that received $33.5 million in 
federal stimulus funding as announced by 
Vice President Joe Biden in December.
The North Georgia Network Cooperative 
is a public-private partnership that includes 
the university, area electric membership 
corporations and economic development 
agencies who aim to develop a 260-mile 
regional fiber-optic ring to bring high-speed 
internet service to the 
communities of northeast 
Georgia that currently 
have little or no access to 
the technology.
In addition to the fed-
eral stimulus funding, the 
North Georgia Network 
has received $8.8 million 
in matching funds from 
the state and network 
partners.  Vice President 
Biden cited expansion  
of online educational  
opportunities from  
North Georgia College & State University 
– particularly in the areas of high-demand 
nursing and language courses – as one 
benefit of the new fiber optic network.
“The idea of a classroom with four walls 
and a bell in the corner is changing rapidly,” 
Biden said.  “And the nursing school is real-
izing with broadband, they can bust through 
that bottle neck.  They can meet the demand 
for nurses not by bringing students to the 
classroom, but by bringing the classroom 




has added the 
Office of Execu-
tive Affairs to 
its administra-
tive structure 
to enhance the 
university’s pro-
grams focused 
on regional and 
global engage-
ment. The new 
office will be headed by COL (R) Billy 
Wells, and it takes the place of the uni-
versity’s existing position of executive 
assistant to the president. 
As Vice President for Executive 
Affairs, Wells will retain his current re-
sponsibilities as well as administration 
of the Center for Global Engagement. 
Additionally, he will assume respon-
sibility for the public service, govern-
ment relations, and grant functions 
currently housed within the Office of 
Regional Engagement. 
“The reorganization will provide 
the university’s regional and global 
engagements a visible and central-
ized organizational focus under vice 
presidential leadership,” said President 
David Potter.
Many of the university’s historically significant resources, including yearbooks, are 
now available for viewing online.
Vice President Joe Biden announced a $33.5 million grant for a broadband 
initiative in December.
COL (R) Billy Wells
N
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Freshmen expand horizons with common readers
Alumnus, current student 
recognized at USG Gala 
North Georgia’s efforts to provide students with a global learning perspective extended last 
year to the use of a common reader that introduces students to a part of the world that is likely 
unfamiliar to most of them, yet has a significant impact.
Laila Lalami’s “Hope and Other Dangerous Pursuits,” published in 2005, is a collection of short 
vignettes about several Moroccan characters, some who struggle to survive in 
contemporary Morocco and some who are emigrating from 
Morocco to Spain to find a better life. Lalami visited campus 
in March as a visiting author and guest lecturer for the uni-
versity’s annual Hoag Lecture. 
In addition to students discussing the book in one or more of 
their classes, the university hosted discussion group sessions to 
give students, faculty and staff an opportunity to talk about the 
issues raised in the book. 
The common reader program continues in 2010 with “The 
Last Lecture,” by Randy Pausch and Jeffrey Zaslow. When Randy 
Pausch gave his lively “Last Lecture” at Carnegie-Mellon University 
in September 2007, he called it “Really Achieving Your Childhood 
Dreams.” At that time he was one month into a terminal pancreatic 
cancer diagnosis. Videotaped for his children, the lecture became a 
YouTube phenomenon, viewed more than 10 million times.
A North Georgia alumnus and a current 
student were honored in March at the Uni-
versity System of Georgia (USG) Founda-
tion’s annual gala to raise scholarship funds.
BG (R) David Grange was saluted at the 
gala as an alumnus of the year for the USG. 
Grange served more than 30 years in the 
U.S. Army, earning three Silver Stars and 
two Purple Hearts. 
A veteran of the Vietnam War, Grange 
has been inducted into the Ranger Hall of Fame. He also served during 
Desert Storm and in Grenada and Bosnia. In retirement, Grange led 
one of the country’s largest charitable organizations, the McCormick 
Foundation, and recently has taken the helm of a global pharmaceutical 
development company. 
Anna Beck, a senior majoring in middle grades education at North 
Georgia, was honored as a Regents’ President’s Choice Scholarship 
recipient. She aspires to teach math and science to inner-city youth in 
Atlanta.
In addition to the recognition for Grange and Beck, the university’s 




Betsch, vice president 
for academic affairs, 




served at North 
Georgia College  
& State University 
for 26 years, begin-
ning  as a faculty 
member in the nurs-
ing department. 
Since then, she served as a program coor-
dinator, department head, CEO of the faculty 
senate, associate vice president for academic 
affairs and, finally, as vice president for aca-
demic affairs.
Dr. Patricia Donat will serve as acting vice 
president for academic affairs while a search 
takes place to fill the position.
BG (R) David Grange
“Hope and Other Dangerous Pursuits” 
was used as a common reader to provide 
students with a global learning perspective 
2009-10.  Student Amy Glover reads  
“The Last Lecture.”
Dr. Linda Roberts-Betsch
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and wisdom are 
woven into the 
fabric of life for 
students, faculty 
and staff. 
To help recognize faculty and staff 
who demonstrate these traits, the uni-
versity has developed the Meritorious 
Service Award. 
The first award was given this year  
to Michael Marling de Cuellar, associ-
ate professor in the Department of  
Visual Arts, who showed quick-think-
ing and courage to save a boy and his 
father in danger of drowning when 
caught in a rip tide while surfing. 
Marling de Cuellar was also recog-
nized as the Higher Education, Art 
Educator of the Year for 2009-2010 by 
the Georgia Art Education Association.
An issue of values…
This issue of the North Georgia Leader shows the 
vibrancy of today’s campus and many examples of 
the timeless values that have helped North Georgia 
students become leaders in a variety of careers and 
communities.
In the story about Gene Patterson, you’ll see how he 
found his journalistic voice when state government 
threatened higher education in Georgia. Similarly, 
North Georgia’s SGA president, Martin Erbele, showed tremendous 
leadership when he rallied fellow students to campaign against significant 
state budget cuts to higher education earlier this year. Martin is profiled 
in this issue’s Student Spotlight. 
Interestingly, today’s students, part of the Millennial generation, gener-
ally share and appreciate the values of their parents. Learn how this 
generation of students is having an impact on campus and the admission 
process in the story on p. 20.
E-mail me to share your feedback on this issue and ideas for future issues!
Sincerely,
Kate Maine, director of university relations
kate.maine@northgeorgia.edu
Campus adopts internationalization plan
Internationalization is a critical aspect of the uni-
versity’s commitment to educate students for life and 
leadership in a global community, and North Georgia 
has recently adopted a plan to integrate this concept 
into the student experience.
For members of our Corps of Cadets who commis-
sion, exposure to that global community comes almost 
immediately upon graduation.  The U.S. Army is calling 
for officers who are knowledgeable about other lan-
guages as a prerequisite to service. Our graduates who 
follow other than military careers and who are active 
citizens likewise face an interconnected world that 
demands skills and understandings of diverse cultures.
North Georgia has concentrated recent internation-
alization efforts on expanding language and cultural offerings to include Mandarin Chinese, 
Korean, and Arabic. Each of these initiatives seeks to provide classroom training in the respec-
tive languages and study abroad opportunities for faculty and students through exchange 
agreements with universities in countries where these languages are the native language.
Michael Marling de Cuellar
Are you a fan?
    North Georgia College 
& State University’s 
Facebook fan page 
has nearly 5,000 fans, 
and more are joining 
everyday to get news 
and share their North Georgia stories.  
The site has links to news, sports, university 
events and other university Facebook pages.  
To join, visit www.facebook.com/northgeorgia.
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ore effective learning lies in a practice that most do not engage in 
until post-graduate studies – research, said Dr. Miriam Segura-Totten. 
Now, she is leading a university initiative that integrates teaching 
and research. Segura-Totten, associate professor of biology, is the university’s 
new Harry B. Forester Eminent Scholars Chair and director of the Center for 
Undergraduate Research and Creative Activities. 
Segura-Totten attended Princeton University and attained a degree in 
molecular biology.  She earned her doctorate from Johns Hopkins University, 
where she focused on the function and structure of nuclei in vertebrate cells.  
As an instructor at Universidad Metropolitana in Puerto Rico, her interest 
in undergraduate instruction fully took root.  
“My goal was to expand the horizons of under-grads by engaging them 
through research, which not only increases their learning, but gives them 
valuable life-experience for future use,” she said.  
With that goal in mind, Segura-Totten and others at North Georgia are 
developing opportunities for undergraduate students in all disciplines to get 
hands-on research and presentation experience.
Jessica Anderson, a student who was involved in a research project ear-
lier this year, said the opportunity influenced her decision to go to graduate 
school. 
“This project has actually kind of changed my mind from what I thought 
I wanted to do and I’m really excited about it,” she said. “Graduate school’s 
definitely what I want to do.” 
Segura-Totten wants to engage students in “real research,” rather than 
“cookbook labs,” and she describes her department as being highly motivated 
and passionate – a perfect foundation to launch her campaign for well-round-
ed, prepared students. 
Segura-Totten is currently collaborating with Dr. Carla Mattos, a researcher 
at North Carolina State University, to study the structure of BAF, a type of 
protein important in many processes that happen in the nucleus, including 
the control of gene expression. 
Their goal is obtain clear pictures of BAF as it binds with organic solvents. 
Where and how these solvents interact will allow them to better understand 
how BAF contributes to gene expression.   
“This research has many implications for human health,” she said. “Muta-
tions in proteins that bind with BAF can cause many diseases. Studies of BAF 
should help us understand the mechanisms for those diseases.”
As she settles into her new lab space at North Georgia, Segura-Totten looks 
forward to promoting research collaboration between students and faculty and 
advancing efforts to integrate research and teaching.
Research as a learning experience
Professor leads university initiative
By Mike Marshall
M





School of Arts & Letters
Sculpture exhibit to
remain until March 2011
Some interesting and colorful shapes now 
dot the North Georgia campus – at least for 
the next year. 
Six works, made by sculptors from several 
Appalachian states, will be on display until 
March 2011 in the North Georgia Outdoor 
Sculpture Exhibition. 
A self-guided walking tour of the exhibi-
tion is available at the Information & Wel-
come Center, just inside North Georgia’s 
main entrance on South Chestatee Street 
in Dahlonega.
“In addition to making contemporary vi-
sual art more accessible to the North Geor-
gia community, the exhibition also serves 
to increase the exposure of contemporary 
Appalachian artists by focusing exclusively 
on sculptors from the region,” said Dr. Jon 
Mehlferber, assistant professor in North 
Georgia’s Department of Visual Arts.
For more information about the exhibit, 
including photos of each piece and a cam-
pus map with the sculptures marked, visit   
www.northgeorgia.edu/Outdoor_Sculpture.
Forensics symposium draws
law enforcement offi cers 
The third annual Forensics Symposium 
held in March at North Georgia attracted 
67 participants from Georgia and the Caro-
linas, more than half of whom earned Peace 
Offi cer Standards and Training credits. 
Seminars centered on advanced death 
investigation and included topics ranging 
from human bite mark evidence to altered 
crime scenes. Experts conducting sessions 
included medical examiners, an interna-
tionally renowned blood-spatter expert, two 
people who assisted in Sept. 11 recovery 
efforts, and the former chief deputy coroner 
for Charleston, S.C.
“We are also planning on adding labs 
to the symposium so the attendees can 
get some hands-on experience as well as 
classroom time,” said Deborah Adams from 
the university’s Continuing Education 
department.
Work already has begun on the 2011 
symposium, which will be an introduction 
to basic forensic science with courses and 
labs covering areas from fi rearms examina-
tion to toxicology, according to Joseph 
Morgan, assistant professor of criminal 
justice at North Georgia.
North Georgia students study in China, Korea
our North Georgia College & State University students learned Chinese fi rst-
hand while studying abroad in Beijing during spring semester, while another 
student is the fi rst from North Georgia to study in South Korea.
    Cadet Ashley Duffi ns, pictured above, a recipient of the Benjamin A. Gilman 
International Scholarship, is spending a semester at Sogang University in Seoul, 
South Korea. Not only is Duffi ns the fi rst North Georgia student to win the scholar-
ship, she also is the fi rst to attend Sogang as part of the fl edgling bilateral agreement 
between the Korean university and North Georgia. 
    Duffi ns is a sophomore from Florence, S.C., majoring in international affairs with 
an Asian concentration. She was one of the fi rst North Georgia students to take the 
university’s new Korean class. She began exploring Seoul soon after her arrival in 
February and reported via e-mail that she’s made friends from around the world and 
fell in love with the 
country from the start.
    “I know it has only 
been my second day 
here, but I’m starting 
to love Korea!” 
Duffi ns wrote.
    Four students, 
pictured at right, from 
left, political sci-
ence major Jeremiah 
Mitchell, business 
major Ricky Jackson, 
international affairs 
major Adam Fisk and 
computer science major Michael Finn, are studying Chinese at Tsinghua University. 
    Mitchell, Jackson and Finn are pursuing minors in Chinese, while Fisk’s minor is 
in Leadership. Mitchell is pursuing a second minor in Leadership as well.
    Jackson and Mitchell attended the North Georgia Summer Language Institute in 
summer 2009, and then continued their language studies at North Georgia before 
going abroad. 
    Jackson told friends via e-mail that his classes are demanding, but he is enjoying 
being taught in Chinese.  Mitchell wrote that he loves to eat at the campus dining 
hall, especially because it costs him only 2.3 Yuan, or about 34 American cents. The 
students have visited Tiananmen Square, the Forbidden City and have explored 
much of Beijing. 
F
North Georgia students at Tsinghua University.






Mike Cottrell School of Business
Business school introduces
Cottrell Speaker Series
In 2009, eight senior business 
leaders visited North Georgia  
College & State University to share 
their perspectives and experience 
in marketing and customer service 
in today’s complex and competitive 
business environment.
During an eight-week period, the 
series featured senior executives 
with the Rollins Corporation, Home 
Depot, Delta Air Lines, The Origi-
nal Honey Baked Ham Co., and The 
Coca-Cola Co.  
Additionally, two North  Georgia 
alumni participated in the series. 
Kevin Tanner ’95 is the chief op-
erating officer for Dawson County, 
where he oversees all county 
functions and services and plays an 
integral role in marketing Dawson 
County. Will Wade ’01 is senior vice 
president and retail banking admin-
istrator with First Citizens Bank of 
Georgia, where he is responsible 
for a diverse mix of critical banking 
functions to include marketing. 
The school plans to bring back 
the series in 2010. The series was 
co-sponsored by the Mike Cottrell 
School of Business and the Library 
Technology Center.
London: An international business experience
The Mike Cottrell 
School of Business  
recently sponsored its  
16th annual London 
Experience, a spring-break, 
study abroad program that 
integrates an online inter-
national business course 
with eight days of foreign 
travel. 
The program benefits 
North Georgia business 
majors who gain face-to-
face exposure to the cul-
tural, manufacturing and 
financial environments of 
London.  
All North Georgia busi-
ness undergraduates must 
complete an international 
business course prior to graduation. Upon their return, the 23 students who participated in this 
year’s trip executed a presentation on London as the world’s leading international financial ser-
vices center. Their research is based on Michael Porter’s renowned model of national competi-
tiveness that explores location-specific attributes believed to foster world-class competitiveness 
for industries centered in various geographical locations.
First cohort of TeamMBA students graduate
North Georgia College & State University congratulates the Mike Cottrell School of Busi-
ness’ inaugural cohort of TeamMBA students. Fourteen students completed the program and 
were awarded the Master’s in Business Administration degree on May 1, 2010.
To learn more about the school’s TeamMBA program, visit www.northgeorgiamba.com.
tudents taking the university’s Sports and Events Marketing 
course this spring organized a benefit theater performance, 
while at the same time learning and teaching non-profit organi-
zations about marketing techniques. 
    The performance of Damn Yankees was held at the Historic 
Holly Theatre in downtown Dahlonega, and the proceeds ben-
efitted the local PAWS Humane Society.
    As part of the service-learning project, members of the class presented their results to their community partners, the Historic 
Holly Theater and the PAWS Humane Society. The organizations, which are non-profit and dependent upon volunteers, learned 
about various experimental marketing techniques for promotion. 
    Ranging from the more traditional use of posters to social networking like Facebook and e-mail, the techniques included the 
“guerilla” marketing technique of selling raffle tickets to heighten student awareness. The students, who also volunteered their 
time to the Holly Theatre and PAWS, used the techniques to raise more than $3,000 for the two organizations.
Marketing students stage
successful event for non-profits
S
Marketing students raised more than $3,000 for non-profits.
North Georgia students experience London’s financial district.







earns NASA fellowship 
tudent teacher David Yenerall finds himself in select com-
pany as he begins taking graduate courses in a yearlong 
NASA fellowship.
    Yenerall, who is pursuing a master’s degree in teaching at 
North Georgia, is only one of four pre-service educators, those 
working toward earning teacher certification, to be awarded the 
fellowship.
    “I was shocked and amazed when I received notification that 
I had been awarded the scholarship,” said Yenerall, who lives 
in Dawsonville. “There were some 2,000 applicants and 40 in 
the nation were chosen and only four of those were pre-service 
educators.”
    The Endeavor Science Teaching Certificate Project targets 
STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics) 
teachers across the country and provides live and interactive 
online graduate courses aimed at helping teachers get students 
interested in science and math. Project fellows earn graduate 
credit and a certificate in STEM Education from Teachers Col-
lege, Columbia University, New York City.
    Yenerall, who has a master’s in astronomy, teaches at Georgia 
Perimeter College and also is an educator at nearby Elachee 
Nature Science Center. A longtime interest in space travel and 
astronomy led him to earn an advanced degree, but Yenerall 
said his experience at Elachee led him to teaching.
    Yenerall plans to teach high school physics once he earns his 
certification and hopes to ignite students’ interest in science as 
his teachers did for him.
    “When I was in elementary school, I had a special science 
teacher who really made an impact on me and probably put a 
fire under me to get me as interested in science as I am,” 
he said.
Center for Language Education 
shares the American experience
While students from North Georgia travel abroad to im-
merse themselves in a variety of languages and cultures, the 
university offers the same experience to students from foreign 
countries desiring to discover America.
The Center for Language Education offers English language 
opportunities for international students who want to improve 
their language skills or learn more about American culture.    
The Intensive English Program is a full-time, 15-week im-
mersion program offering classes at all skill levels. In addition 
to the classes, international students also take trips and partake 
in activities in Atlanta and across the region.
Sterling Baldwin 
served four years of 
active duty as an 
infantry officer, but 
when the current 
North Georgia  
education student 
was recalled to 
active duty, he was 




attached to a civil 
affairs unit that was 
tasked to help the 
Iraqis get their infrastructure working again. In his 18 months 
there, Baldwin helped Iraqis start programs ranging from adult 
literacy to pediatric wellness – and earned a Bronze Star for  
his work.
One of Baldwin’s first moves was getting supplies to schools. 
“There was a problem when I first got there with desks – you 
go to a school and there’s nothing. But then (the Iraqi educa-
tion official) wants to take me to a storage facility where there 
was an unbelievable amount of supplies,” Baldwin said. 
School leaders claimed they had been asking for supplies; 
education officials said they hadn’t gotten any requests. Bald-
win created a system of request and receipt forms and reim-
bursement methods to solve the problem. 
The adult literacy program helped 2,000 students at a time 
learn how to read and write Arabic. 
“There was a big push for it because there are a lot of eco-
nomic issues with people who can’t read and write,” Baldwin 
said. “By teaching people to read and write, you can improve 
the impact the area has on the whole economy of Iraq.”
Now in his third-year of classes at North Georgia, Baldwin 
is seeing similarities to what he did in Iraq.
“Being in the third year of the education program here, I 
realize that all the stuff they are trying to teach us to do, that’s 
all the stuff that I did. …I just couldn’t really put a name to it 
at that point.” he said. 
Soldier trains to become teacher
S
Sterling Baldwin spent 18 months in Iraq helping 
build education programs.
David Yenerall is using his experience in astronomy and desire to be a teacher in NASA 
teaching fellowship.










School of Science & Health Professions
University-grown beetles 
battling hemlock menace
he nondescript exterior of the small house near 
the Health & Natural Sciences Building belies 
the important work that is going on inside.
    The university’s 
Predator Beetle Lab 
is raising beetles to 
combat the foreign 
invader killing 
hemlock trees from 
northeast Georgia to 
Maine. 
    Sasajiscymnus 
tsugae, a beetle native 
to Japan and about 
the size of a poppy seed, only eats the hemlock wooly 
adelgid. The adelgid look like tiny pieces of white fluff on 
the branches of infected trees and a colony can kill a hem-
lock tree in less than four years.
    “The whole reason we’re doing this is all the Eastern and 
Carolina hemlocks, all along the East Coast, are infested 
by the hemlock wooly adelgid,” said Sarah Osicka, lab 
manager.      
    “It first came to Georgia in 2002 and it hit Lumpkin 
County in 2005. There’s no natural predator on the East 
Coast, so we’re importing beetles from the native range of 
the adelgid, which is Japan, China and the Pacific North-
west (United States).”
    Clemson University, the University of Georgia and 
Young Harris College also have beetle labs.
    Since getting started in 2007, North Georgia’s lab has 
raised and released more than 122,766 beetles into 25 of 
more than 100 hemlock conservation areas identified by 
the U.S. Forest Service. This year, the lab aims to release 
some 80,000 beetles.
Doctorates approved for 
North Georgia; First program 
will be physical therapy
North Georgia has received approval  
to offer doctoral degrees, and its first 
doctoral program will be the Doctor of 
Physical Therapy. 
North Georgia has provided doctoral-
level courses since 2006, through a 
consortium program with the Medical 
College of Georgia (MCG), in which 
MCG is the degree-granting institution. 
Physical therapists diagnose and manage 
medical problems or other health-related 
conditions that limit a person’s ability to 
move and perform functional activities.
“A critical shortage of physical thera-
pists exists in many parts of the country, 
including Georgia,” said Dr. Stefanie 
Palma, department head. “Part of our   
mission is to provide physical therapists  
for rural and underserved areas in need.”
T
Sarah Osicka, lab manager for the university’s Predator Beetle Lab, checks 
the status of jars where beetles are laying eggs.
 
Jessica Anderson takes care of the cells that she is using 
in her research on the effects of methamphetamine.
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Cross-disciplinary project studies effects of methamphetamine
North Georgia students have an  
opportunity not found at many other 
schools – participating in projects as under-
graduate students. One project is focused 
on “effects of psychostimulants, especially 
methamphetamine, on the brain, behavior 
and immune system.” Drs. Ryan Shanks, 
assistant professor of biology, and Steven 
Lloyd, assistant professor of psychology, 
and their students have had participation 
from professors in biology, psychology and 
physics. 
“Our focus is on getting students 
involved and exposed in undergraduate 
research,” Shanks said. “...We’re interested 
in the questions we’re asking, but I’m more 
interested in having a lab ...or watching a 
student do a poster presentation all nervous 
for the first time, know that they’re going  
to go to graduate school next year and  
have the advantage of having had that 
experience.” 
Ezra Bortner, a biology major whose 
research is exploring methamphetamine’s 
affect on the brain, said he plans to pursue 
graduate research studies. 
“My time spent researching psychostimu-
lants is giving me the rare opportunity to 
be on the cutting edge of an area of science 
during my undergraduate career,” Bortner 
said.  









Cadets take first in Bold Leader Challenge
North Georgia  
College & State   
University has 
developed a Corps  
of Cadets commemo-
rative ring to honor 
the school’s strong 
military tradition. 
It is available to 
alumni and current 
students who have 
served in the Corps 
of Cadets and meet 
the criteria below. Order your North 
Georgia ring by visiting the Web site at 
www.herffjones.com/college/ngcsu/index.
cfm or the university’s bookstore.
Alumni who would like to order a ring 
must have served honorably in the Corps 
of Cadets for at least 6 quarters or 4 se-
mesters (two academic years); have earned 
a cumulative GPA of at least 2.0 upon 
graduation, transfer or departure from the 
Corps; and have been in good standing 
with the Commandant of Cadets and the 
Professor of Military Science.
A team of Army ROTC cadets from North Georgia won the inaugural  
Bold Leader Challenge hosted by U.S. Army Cadet Command’s 1st Brigade  
in November. 
The North Georgia team bested 10 other teams from six senior military 
schools from across the country taking part in the military skills competition. 
A team from Virginia Tech took second place, Virginia Military Institute fin-
ished third, and North Georgia’s second team in the competition took fourth 
place.
The event took place over two days. The first day was a marksmanship test, 
where cadets fired M16A2 rifles in two timed rounds, one focusing on 100-, 
200- and 300-meter targets and another testing target identification abilities. 
The second day tested cadets’ teamwork ability and other skills at 10 stations 
spread along a 15-mile course through Fort Knox’s range area.
The challenges included construction of a one-rope bridge to cross a stream, 
carrying a simulated casualty on a litter while blindfolded, transporting equip-
ment through an obstacle course used for basic training and crossing a quarter-
mile lake in zodiac boats to retrieve their team flag. Scattered along the course 
at intervals were land navigation points they also had to identify. The teams were given seven hours to complete the course carrying 
their rifles, a radio backpack and all supplies needed to complete the stations. 
Cadet Chris Lee, North Georgia’s team leader, said the event reinforced the importance of teamwork, not only on the obstacles, 
but the camaraderie that was needed to push one’s self to the limit to complete such a task.
“We couldn’t have made it without all our teammates,” he said.
North Georgia ranks as nation’s 
top senior military college
n the U.S. Army’s 2009 National Order of Merit 
List, North Georgia ranked as the nation’s top-
performing senior military college. Of the coun-
try’s 4,702 cadets ranked on this year’s list, six North 
Georgia cadets placed in the top 10 percent.    
    Cadet CAPT Jessica Carlock, at number seven on 
the list, is the top-ranked cadet from North Georgia 
for this year.
    “North Georgia cadets outperformed their peers 
from the all of the other senior military colleges,” 
Col. Michael Pyott, professor of military science, said. 
    The annual list ranks cadets in more than 270 
Army ROTC programs, based on performance at 
the Army’s Leadership Development Assessment 
Course at Fort Lewis, Wash., physical fitness, campus leadership performance, and 
academic achievement.  
    North Georgia College & State University is one of only six senior military 
colleges in the nation. Others include the Citadel, Norwich University, Texas 
A&M University, Virginia Military Institute, and Virginia Tech. North Georgia is 
also designated by the state legislature as The Military College of Georgia and as a 
Leadership Institution for civilian and military students by the Board of Regents.
I
Cadet CAPT Jessica Carlock
North Georgia Cadet Justin Middleton performs a function check on a 
Squad Automatic Weapon at the weapons station of the 1st Brigade 
Bold Leader Challenge at Fort Knox, Ky. 
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StudentSnapshot
artin Erbele, a senior marketing major at North Georgia, is beginning 
his second year at the head of the Student Government Association as 
its president. Yet, his experience had a tentative beginning.
At the end of high school, Erbele looked toward the future with no specific 
plans. He assumed that he would attend the University of Georgia, but applied 
too late to get in. Through this fateful error, Erbele ended up at North Georgia 
College & State University. While North Georgia was not where Erbele expected 
to begin his collegiate career, he decided to attend for the first year with plans to 
transfer to another school later. That year would change everything.
The first few weeks of Erbele’s freshman existence were fairly typical for a com-
muter. He drove to school, attended class, and drove home. Repeat. However, he 
began to notice those serving in student organizations seemed to have much more 
than school on their minds. He pursued a role as a Commuter Council represen-
tative, and was surprised when he attained it. At the end of his freshman year, he 
suddenly realized he was enjoying himself at North Georgia, and decided to stay.
Erbele served on the Student Activities Board, was an Intro leader, and joined 
Sigma Chi fraternity. Through this he began to focus on what he felt North 
Georgia could be doing to better, especially concerning student involvement. He 
was elected SAB president. 
As a junior, Erbele experienced the biggest shift. He wanted to represent the 
student body as a whole and found himself at the helm  
of the entire student body, as president of the Student Government Association.
“I realized that North Georgia had become a home, rather than a school,” he 
said. “The open atmosphere and ability to talk to anyone, no matter how high 
their position, made me feel like I had a voice in an environment that encour-
aged new ideas.” 
Erbele’s current focus is to empower SGA to realize its full potential to bring 
about positive change. He is driving toward this goal as a leader and also a big 
brother – he wants his sister, who is a freshman, “to enjoy the changes as she at-
tends her four years.” Erbele is passionate about North Georgia’s diversity, which 
he sees as a strength. 
“The corps, the liberal arts, commuters, residents…all come together to offer a 
very unique experience, and SGA has allowed me to see that.”  
Erbele has been involved in many actions impacting the university, includ-
ing the update to the university’s master plan that will guide development of the 
campus for the next 10 to 15 years and a 2010 statewide student movement that 
rallied thousands of students in an effort to preserve the University System of 
Georgia budget and maintain academic programs.
“Representing my fellow students, while also helping plan for North Georgia’s 
future, is something I will look back on with pride,” Erbele said.
A fateful journey
Student learns to lead at North Georgia
By Mike Marshall
M
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shlie Shrewsbury 
didn’t set out 
to make history when she  
entered North Georgia  
College & State University, 
but she set a major  
milestone by becoming  
the first female leader of 
school’s Corps of Cadets. 
North Georgia has a long history  
of providing education and leadership 
opportunities to women. When the 
school was founded in 1873, it was 
the state’s first public coeducational 
institution. 
Women were part of North Georgia’s 
first graduating class in 1878. And, 
in 1973, North Georgia became the 
nation’s first senior military college to 
admit women as part of the Corps of 
Cadets. Today, with more than 700 
participating students, North Georgia’s 
Corps of Cadets is the largest in the 
school’s history.
In speaking about 
her role as brigade 
commander, “I was 
interested in the op-
portunity to lead and 
manage at a higher 
level, and, other than 
dispelling precon-
ceived notions about 
gender, it’s about 
getting the job done 
for the betterment of 
the 700-plus member 
Corps.”
 “Ashlie’s no-non-
sense style of leader-
ship is complemented 
by her superb focus 
on academics,” said 
Col. Tom Palmer, commandant. “She 
assumed command of an extremely 
capable ROTC brigade, and she made 
it even better.”
Shrewsbury is from Taylorsville, Ga., 
where she attended Woodland High 
School’s International Baccalaureate 
program, a rigorous academic program 
that encourages an international 
perspective. 
In addition to her native English, 
the 23-year-old now speaks Spanish, 
German and Russian and is looking at 
a bright future as a military linguist.
“Ashlie epitomizes the language 
learner who is passionate about other 
cultures,” said Dr. Elizabeth Combier, 
professor of modern languages. “She 
has an obvious talent for language and 
a fierce tenacity in seeking opportuni-
ties to study abroad, which she has 
done successfully.”
In fall 2009, Shrewsbury earned ad-
ditional honors by ranking in the top 
20 percent of all Army ROTC cadets 
in the nation. The Army’s annual 
National Order of Merit List, this year, 
ranked more than 4700 cadets on the 
basis of performance at the Army’s 
Leadership Development Assessment 
Course at Fort Lewis, Wash., physical 
fitness, campus leadership performance, 
and academic achievement.  







Photo used with permission from Gainesville Times.
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as a Georgia Military Scholar and as part 
of her studies was able to attend and 
graduate from the Defense Language 
Institute in Monterrey, Calif., where she 
studied Russian. 
She has also studied German and 
Russian at the Partner Language Train-
ing Center, Europe (PLTCE), which 
provides intensive language training for 
about 400 military and civilian linguists 
each year. 
A Spanish major, she graduated and 
commissioned as a military officer in 
spring. Her long-term goals include 
earning a doctoral degree in cultural 
archeology, specializing in native Indian 
cultures in Central or South America. 
She plans to continue her studies in 
German and Russian, as well, and 
aspires to be a multilingual professor at 
the college level.
 “After meeting and talking with 
Cadet Shrewsbury, there is no doubt in 
my mind that she is in that command 
position because she earned it and not 
because of her gender,” said LTC Dawn 
Brookshire, a 1994 North Georgia 
graduate who is now serving as deputy 
human resource officer with the Georgia 
National Guard. “She is a very impres-
sive, articulate young lady with a lot of 
charisma, vision and motivation. She 
was the right choice for that position 
and at the right time.”
Cadet COL Ashlie Shrewsbury with COL Tom Palmer
Photo used with permission from Gainesville Times.
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Georgia College in the fall 
of 1940, Gene Patterson 
was required to participate 
in a boxing tournament 
along with all the fi rst-year 
cadets. Fighting at 129 
pounds, Patterson slugged 
his way into the quarter-
fi nals before a somewhat 
larger classmate “wailed 
the hell out of me.” Although Pat-
terson lost that bout, the pugnacity 
he displayed and the leadership skills 
he developed in the Corps of Cadets 
over the next two years became the 
hallmarks of his long and distinguished 
career in the newspaper business.
Whether it was taking on the gov-
ernor of Georgia in editorials for the 
NGC student newspaper The Cadet 
Bugler, commanding a tank platoon in 
Europe under General George Patton 
during World War II, penning com-
mon-sense columns and editorials for 
the Atlanta Constitution at the height 
of the civil rights movement, or bat-
tling for release of the Pentagon Papers 
during the Vietnam War, Patterson 
was always willing to stick his Jimmy 
Cagney-esque mug into the middle of 
any fi ght he considered just and noble.
Like many who came to North 
Georgia before him and so many others 
who have followed him, Patterson said 
he arrived at the school as a boy and 
left a man, ready to do the hard work 
and take tough stands no matter how 
unpopular they might be.
“I learned as a kid on the drill fi elds 
and in the editor’s offi ce at that little 
mountain school the requirement of 
leadership in both fi elds; that to com-
mand the respect of others you have 
to earn it,” he recalled in a recent 
interview.
Patterson said he chose North Geor-
gia over other colleges and universities 
because “It was as far from that farm in 
south Georgia as I could get and still 
be in the state.” 
He spent the summer before his 
freshman year cultivating three acres 
of tobacco on the family farm in Adel, 
near the Florida 
state line. The 
crop earned him 
$300 and paid 
for that fi rst year 
of school. At the 
time, North Geor-
gia had an enroll-
ment of about 600, 
100 of whom were 
women. The rest 
were male cadets.
Once Patterson 
got to Dahlonega, he 
quickly gravitated to 
The Cadet Bugler as a 
feature writer. He had been the sports 
editor of The Sparkler, his high school 
newspaper, and was enamored of the 
written word. In his sophomore year at 
North Georgia, he became the editor 
of The Cadet Bugler. It was then that 
he began to stretch his literary muscles 
and come to fully understand the 
power that his pen could have.
A spark of activism
In 1941, all schools in the Universi-
ty System of Georgia were in danger of 
losing accreditation from the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools 
(SACS) because of what was perceived 
as political meddling by then-Gover-
nor Eugene Talmadge, a Democrat and 
a staunch segregationist. 
When two administrators in the uni-
versity system advocated integrating 
public schools, Talmadge demanded 
the Board of Regents fi re them. The 
board refused; Talmadge fi red the 
Cadets at a North Georgia College 
Saturday night dance in January 1942. 
Left to right: Cadet 2nd Lt. Gene 
Patterson, Cadet Sgt. John Irwin and 
Cadet Capt. Bill Patterson, Gene’s older 
brother. Gene was soon to lead a platoon 
of Gen. Patton’s armor in European 
combat and Bill would be a fl ight surgeon 
riding B29 bombers over Korea.
The Power of the Pen
A
Strong values earned Gene Patterson a Pulitzer Prize
By Ron Martz
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board and put in his own people. That 
led eventually to the system losing ac-
creditation.
But before the loss of accredita-
tion, a young and idealistic Patterson 
weighed in with a stinging editorial in 
the November 18, 1941 edition of The 
Cadet Bugler. Under the headline “The 
System is Imperiled,” Patterson wrote 
that “Matters concerning the educa-
tional safety of Georgia’s youth have 
grown constantly from bad to worse, 
and now the accredited standing of 
every college in the University System 
of Georgia is in jeapordy.” 
He implied that diplomas of every-
one at North Georgia might be worth-
less because of the governor’s actions. 
He knew the editorial would be con-
troversial, but he was not expecting a 
message the next morning to report to 
the office of NGC President Jonathan 
Clark Rogers.
“I thought I was going to get a bus 
ticket back to Adel because of what I 
had written,” Patterson recalled with 
a laugh.
Patterson said when he walked into 
Rogers’ office, the president pointed to 
the editorial and asked rather gruffly: 
“Cadet Patterson, did you write this?”
“Yes, sir, I did,” Patterson replied.
“How do you spell jeopardy?” Rogers 
asked.
“J-E-A-P-O-R-D-Y.”
“That’s how you spelled it here and 
that’s wrong,” Rogers said, jabbing at 
the editorial. “It’s J-E-O-P-A-R-D-Y.”
Patterson said he was stunned for a 
moment. Then Rogers smiled and said: 
“That’s all, Cadet.”
The lesson was not lost on Patterson. 
Neither was the unspoken approval 
Rogers gave him for sounding off about 
what both considered an injustice. 
But just a few weeks after that edito-
rial appeared, the larger world outside 
the quiet North Georgia campus was 
turned upside down when the Japanese 
attacked Pearl Harbor on December 7, 
1941. Many of the cadets knew they 
would soon be at war, either in Europe 
or the Pacific, and Patterson was 
among those ready to take his place in 
the ranks of America’s fighting forces.
Soldier becomes journalist
After completing his bachelor’s 
degree at the University of Georgia in 
1943, Patterson went directly into the 
Army. Commissioned a second lieuten-
ant out of Officer Candidate School 
at Fort Knox, Kentucky, he was sent 
to Europe to command a tank platoon 
in the 10th Armored Division, part of 
Patton’s U.S. Third Army. Patterson’s 
unit fought around Bastogne during 
the Battle of the Bulge, and he was 
awarded the Silver Star and Bronze 
Star with Oak Leaf Cluster for his 
heroism in combat.
After the war, Patterson became a 
pilot and was commissioned into the 
regular Army. He could have had a 
lengthy military career, but by 1947 
the newspaper bug once more sank its 
teeth into him, this time with a ven-
geance. “I wanted to be a writer.  
I wanted to be a newspaperman,”  
he said.
Patterson resigned his commis-
sion and went to work for the Temple 
(Texas) Daily Telegram, working more 
than 60 hours a week for $1 an hour. 
There followed stints with the Macon 
(Georgia) Telegraph and United Press 
(later to become United Press Inter-
national) bureaus in South Carolina, 
New York, and London.
It was during his time covering 
politics in South Carolina, particularly 
then-Governor Strom Thurmond and 
the segregationist Dixiecrat Party, 
that Patterson said his views on race 
relations, civil rights, and government, 
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ideas to which he was first exposed at 
the dinner table on the family farm in 
Adel and later at North Georgia Col-
lege, began to mature.
He credits Gene Talmadge and 
Strom Thurmond “for driving me into 
liberalism…As a young reporter I was 
repelled by the deliberate misleading of 
the people for what the law required. 
Those two politicians sent me off on a 
tangent. I developed a great contempt 
for the political leadership of the 
South.”
In 1956 Patterson went to work 
for the Atlanta Constitution and came 
under the influence of the crusading 
Ralph McGill, a strong supporter of 
civil rights. When McGill moved up 
to be publisher of the paper in 1960, 
Patterson became the editor, writing 
daily editorials and columns. Patterson 
said that with McGill as his mentor, he 
found his true voice.
In a speech at North Georgia in 
2005, Patterson said McGill convinced 
him to focus on the changes that 
needed to take place in the South. 
Patterson’s columns in the turbulent 
1960s were masterpieces in the precise 
use of language that spoke as much 
to the hearts as to the heads of the 
white Southerners to whom they were 
directed.
After the 1963 church bombing in 
Birmingham, Ala., left four young Af-
rican-American children dead, Patter-
son’s column began: “A Negro mother 
wept in the street Sunday morning in 
front of a Baptist Church in Birming-
ham. In her hand she held a shoe, one 
shoe, from the foot of her dead child. 
We hold that shoe with her.
“Every one of us in the white South 
holds that small shoe in his hand.”
The columns and editorials of 
McGill and Patterson incurred the 
wrath of politicians and those who 
sought to keep the South segregated. 
On occasion there were threats of vio-
lence against the two men because of 
their editorial policies, and it was not 
unusual to see the Ku Klux Klan pick-
eting the Atlanta Constitution building 
in downtown Atlanta. But Patterson 
had been schooled in leadership and 
commitment at North Georgia College 
and was not about to back down once 
he had gotten into the fight for what 
he believed was right.
“The heat was so high I wasn’t sure 
how far we could go without being 
burned to a crisp,” said Patterson, who 
for a while considered keeping a loaded 
gun in his desk drawer. McGill, he re-
called, loved the heat and controversy 
their work engendered.
In 1967 Patterson was awarded the 
Pulitzer Prize, journalism’s top award, 
for his commentary on race relations 
and civil rights. Roy Peter Clark, who 
worked for Patterson at the St. Peters-
burg (Fla.) Times in the 1970s and is 
now the senior scholar at the Poynter 
Institute in Florida, a non-profit that 
promotes journalism and excellence in 
writing, helped edit a collection of Pat-
terson’s columns that became a book: 
The Changing South of Gene Patterson: 
Journalism and Civil Rights, 1960-1968.
A storied career
Patterson wrote every day of the 
week for nine years during his prime. 
After reading more than 3,000 of Pat-
terson’s columns in preparation for the 
book, Clark wrote in an online article 
for Poynter that “Gene wrote from a 
deeply-rooted sense of place, showing 
his white Southern readers that he was 
one of them, even as he encouraged 
them to change their ways.”
After his stint in Atlanta, Patterson 
went on to become managing editor 
of The Washington Post and got into 
another tough scrape, this time in 1971 
with the U.S. government over publi-
cation of what became known as the 
“Pentagon Papers,” a series of docu-
ments detailing American involve-
ment in the war in Southeast Asia. 
Although the New York Times was first 
to publish excerpts of the papers, Pat-
terson and the Post began publishing 
shortly after that, despite a court order 
prohibiting it.
Patterson said the Post was par-
ticularly careful about what it printed 
and when because “We did not want 
to print anything secret. We did not  
want to print anything that would 
have violated security.”
In 1972 Patterson became editor, 
chairman, and CEO of the St. Peters-
burg Times. He retired in 1988 at the 
age of 65 and is now, at 86, comfort-
ably ensconced in a bayside home near 
downtown St. Petersburg. Over the 
course of his life he has received 15 
honorary degrees from such prestigious 
universities as Emory, Duke, and Har-
vard. And although he is retired, his 
pen is as sharp as ever.
In 2009, he wrote a eulogy for 
Bill Emerson, a fellow journalist and 
Southerner who reported on the civil 
rights struggle for Newsweek magazine 
in the 1960s.
“Yankee reporters,” Patterson wrote, 
“parachuting in to cover civil rights 
stories often felt nervous about ventur-
ing into the South’s backwoods and 
they crowded in to seek advice from 
Emerson, whose vivid vernacular they 
knew captured every stump-knocking, 
hog-calling, coon-treeing nuance of 
the region.”
Despite the numerous accolades he 
has received and the world leaders he 
has known and interviewed, Patterson 
still speaks with great fondness and 
reverence of his days in Dahlonega. 
He loves to tell of Band Company, of 
which he was a member, and its plank 
barracks and one shower in the base-
ment for the entire unit. He chuckles 
when he recalls writing English themes 
for his fellow cadets for 10 cents each, 
and some years later being told by his 
English professor that “That’s about 
what they were worth.”
But he is most grateful for the les-
sons he learned at this little mountain 
school about leadership and commit-
ment, lessons that helped him through 
those long fights for what is right, even 
in the face of great adversity and, at 
times, seemingly overwhelming odds.
Ron Martz is a former reporter with the 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution and teaches 
journalism at North Georgia.
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North Georgia feels impact
of  the Millennials on campus
hen Kirk Adams and Shelia Johnson Adams 
entered North Georgia in 1983, the path to a 
college degree and a career seemed simple, and 
most college-bound students could 
feel fairly confident about getting 
into their choice of schools. Today, 
there’s a new generation of students 
– including the Adams’ daughter, 
Lauren, now a sophomore – that 
find the road increasingly crowded 
and competitive. 
The Millennial generation, people born between 1981 and 
2000, are having a major impact on the nation’s colleges and 
universities, and North Georgia is seeing the effect, too, par-
ticularly in the areas of admissions and student life.
Because a college education is essential to meeting the de-
mands of today’s work force and competing in a global market-
place, a higher share of teens aspire to college than the teens of 
any prior generation. 
As a result, schools have witnessed steady increases in the 
demand for higher education. Since 2000, when Millennials 
began entering college, North Georgia has increased its enroll-
ment by nearly 2,000 students – from 3,627 to 5,527.
W
By Kate Maine
























A Snapshot of Fall 2009
Student population at North Georgia
Millennial students are characterized as
confi dent, team-oriented and high achieving.
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For fall 2010, North Georgia received 
a record 3,100 freshman applications, 
about 1,000 more than this past year. 
The number of applicants exceeded 
the university’s freshman capacity by 
more than 300 percent, resulting in the 
university offering acceptance to only 
1,446 students and halting its applica-
tion process earlier than usual. Actual 
freshman enrollment will be about 775-
800 students. 
“As enrollment demand has in-
creased, so has the average performance 
of our freshman classes,” Jennifer Chad-
wick, director of undergraduate admis-
sions, said. “The average SAT score for 
our freshman students has increased 
9 points since last year and 18 points 
since 2007, and the average GPA has 
increased from a 3.31 to a 3.43.”
In comparison to the other 34 schools 
in the University System of Georgia, 
North Georgia is academically competi-
tive. The mean grade point average of 
first-time freshmen at North Georgia in 
2009 was the third-highest in the state 
and North Georgia students had the 
sixth-highest SAT score.
This academic trend may cause some 
alumni to wince, afraid that their alma 
mater is out of reach of the typical 
student. 
However, all colleges are seeing more 
academically rigorous students today 
than a generation ago. Consider the 
winning words from the National Spell-
ing Bee over time:  catamaran in 1959, 
croissant in 1970, luge in 1984, and, 
from the 2000s, succedaneum, autoch-
thonous and Laodicean.
“Even students in primary school are 
seeing the benefit of mastering their 
skills,” said Lauren, who is a marketing 
major with plans to run her own busi-
ness. “Competition for jobs is increas-
ing, calling for better performance at all 
levels of education.”  
Although she considered the Univer-
sity of Georgia, Lauren was ultimately 
attracted to North Georgia because of 
the campus’ small atmosphere offering 
the same level of opportunity as a larger 
university.
“Here, I am a person instead of a 
number,” she said.
While managing growth over the 
years, the university’s administration 
has focused also on retaining its inti-
mate, student-focused learning environ-
ment. New residence halls slated to 
open in fall 2010 will provide increased 
opportunity for students who want a 
traditional residential college experi-
ence.
Chadwick, whose office counsels 
students who were declined admission 
or waitlisted, tries to offer appropriate 
options – retaking the SAT, submitting 
the most current grade transcript, apply-
ing for a different semester, and, in some 
cases, beginning coursework at another 
accredited institution for eventual 
transfer – to increase their opportunities 
to enroll at North Georgia.
Lauren grew up with the expectation 
Students at North Georgia enjoy
the outdoor activities the area offers.
M
illennials
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that she would attend college and was 
accepted into North Georgia through 
the university’s early action admission 
process, which requires students to 
apply in November for enrollment the 
following fall term.
Like many of his classmates, Kirk did 
not apply to any other schools. Kirk, 
who graduated in 1987, was a member 
of the Corps of Cadets and attended 
North Georgia with the expectation 
of getting into marketing or business, 
but with no specific career goals. Today, 
he is an executive with Georgia Farm 
Bureau Insurance Company in Gaines-
ville, Ga.
While Lauren had the normal “first-
day” jitters when she began attending 
the university, Kirk still remembers the 
concern of his own parents on the day 
he reported for FROG week at North 
Georgia. 
When his parents dropped him off 
at the barracks, the instructors assured 
his parents they had nothing to worry 
about, that they would take good care of 
him.  Immediately after his parents left, 
the instructors made him do pushups 
followed by the traditional trip to 
Woody’s for a haircut. 
“When I walked out of the barber-
shop, my parents were in their car cir-
cling the square,” he said. “She saw me 
walk out with a shaved head and in my 
uniform, and I could see her crying.”
The parents of Millennials are much 
more involved in their children’s col-
lege selection and admission process 
than a generation ago. Often called 
“helicopter parents” because of their 
participation in their children’s school 
and extracurricular activities, they 
sometimes have difficulty adjusting 
to their children being in college and 
becoming more independent.
Part of the university’s orientation 
program now specifically addresses ques-
tions and concerns that parents have 
during this transition, and the univer-
sity is developing more opportunities for 
families to take part in campus activities 
through a new Fall Family Weekend.
In their book, Millennials Go to  
College (2007), researchers Neil Howe 
and William Strauss point out that all 
generations have a persona and the  
Millennial generation offers many   
positives.
“The generation that Millennials are 
most likely to emulate is actually the 
G.I. Generation, which Tom Brokaw 
called America’s ‘Greatest Generation’. 
No other adult peer group possesses 
anything close to their upbeat, high-
achieving, teamplaying, and civic-
minded reputation,” they wrote.
With North Georgia’s military and 
leadership heritage, it is easy to see why 
there is a good fit between the universi-
ty and the Millennial generation’s needs 
and aspirations. Making their mark on 
campuses now, the Millennials will be a 
force to watch as they graduate and take 
on roles as military, civic and profes-
sional leaders.
All colleges are seeing more  
academically rigorous students 
today than a generation ago. 
In 2009, the mean grade point 
average of  first-time freshmen 
at North Georgia was the third-
highest in the state and North 
Georgia students had the sixth-
highest SAT score.
For fall 2010, North Georgia received 1,000 more
freshman applications than the previous year.
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ALUMNIASSOCIATIONNEWS
This year’s Parents-Alumni Weekend was nothing less 
than inspiring! Participants enjoyed class reunions, artistic 
performances, the university’s annual Memorial Retreat, 
the Alumni Association’s Awards Banquet, and a military 
awards review.
At the Awards Banquet, the Alumni Association hon-
ored individuals whose lives and achievements demon-
strate the university’s timeless, core values and contribute 
to the exceptional quality of North Georgia College & 
State University. 
Students Jessica Carlock and Grant Partrick received the 
Paul M. Hutcherson Outstanding Student Awards, Josiah Blasingame ’54 was named 
the 2010 Distinguished Alumnus, Rob Fowler ’81 received the Young Alumnus 
Award, Ben Malcom ’52 was inducted into the Alumni Hall of Fame, and Dr. Ross 
Alexander was named the 2010 Distinguished Professor.
Blasingame, who lives in Monroe, Ga., was the third of three brothers to at-
tend North Georgia. He graduated as a Distinguished Military Student and served 
military tours in Vietnam, Europe and Washington, D.C., including two with the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. His last tour was as commander of the White House Commu-
nications Agency, and he retired as brigadier general in 1981. He has served on the 
Alumni Council and is a Trustee Emeritus to the university’s Foundation.
Fowler, who graduated as a Distinguished Military Student, commissioned into 
the U.S. Army as military intelligence and spent 10 years on active duty and re-
serves. Fowler has served on the Alumni Council and is an insurance executive and 
community leader in Gainesville, Ga.
Credited with laying the foundation for today’s U.S. 
Army Special Forces, Malcom served 29 years in the 
military. His book, “White Tigers: My Secret War in North 
Korea,” details his mission far behind enemy lines, during 
which he organized North Korean sympathizers and freedom 
fighters. He lives in Fayetteville, Ga.
Alexander, assistant head of the Department of Political 
Science and Criminal Justice, is an associate professor of po-
litical science. An expert on local and state politics, he has 
been called upon to be a panelist, speaker, debate moderator 
and presenter in various forums. 
A new award – the inaugural Ralph Colley Spirit of North Georgia Award – was 
presented to Colley, who graduated from North Georgia in 1966 and lost three limbs 
to a land mine in Vietnam.
A highlight of this year’s Parents-Alumni Weekend was an extraordinary tribute 
presented by the Atlanta Vietnam Veterans Business Association in memory of the 
students from North Georgia who lost their lives in service during the Vietnam War. 
In preparing for this event, the names of three additional North Georgia alumni 
who also lost their lives in Vietnam were uncovered. Their names – Gary C. Jones, 
Daniel R. Spurlin and Leonard H. Smith – have been added to the existing 26 
names on our campus memorial as permanent reminder of their service. 
Parents-Alumni Weekend inspires, 
highlights tradition of excellence
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Eloise H. Ash ’39 had two wonderful 
years at North Georgia from 1937 – 
1939. She was “Miss NGC” in 1939. 
She celebrated her 90th birthday in 
August 2009. Her husband, James A. 
Ash, was in the class of 1938 and they 
were married for 59 years before he 
passed away in 2004. Eloise’s e-mail 
address is: ash1857@att.net.
1940s
COL Hugh H. Riddle ’43 is “86 and 
counting.” He says he is still strong, 
to a point! He would like to hear from 
any of his previous class members from 
’42 and ’43. Hugh remembers everyone 
used to call him “Zip Hugh Riddle,” 
and would appreciate e-mails sent to 
him at: hriddle2@sc.rr.com.
Marvin O’Dillon, Jr. ’49 and 
Catherine West O’Dillon ’52 were 
married for 59 wonderful years before 
she passed away in April 2009. 
1950s
Evelyn Riden Sheffield and Frank 
Sheffield Jr. ’50 celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary in 2008. They 
keep in touch with several roommates 
and visit North Georgia every year.
1960s
LTC (R) Gary O. Engen ’65 and wife, 
Glenda Engen ’66, continue to enjoy 
retirement at their home in Augusta, 
Ga. They travel in their RV to visit 
family, friends, mountains, and the 
beach.
LTC (R) Lucien Keller ’66 visited 
campus in October 2009. It was the 
first time he had been back to North 
Georgia in 43 years. Keller lives in 
Laconner, Wash. He is retired from 
the Army and is now a captain with 
the Merchant Marines. He pilots 






Jean Williamson Jessen ’67 has retired 
from being a registered nurse in the 
women’s health/OB/GYN field. She 
and her husband are now living near 
the ocean in Ormond Beach, Fla. They 
welcome anyone visiting the area to 
give them a call. Her son got married 
in October 2009. Shown in the picture 
above that was taken at the wedding 
are (left to right): Jean, her son Jess 
Donald Evans with his wife Sarah Eliz. 
Evans, and her husband Rick Jessen. 
Jess and Sarah live in Richmond, 
Virginia. She also has a daughter, 
Shannon Williamson, who lives in 
Memphis, Tenn.
Tony Faiia ’68, and Linda Faiia 
’71 recently moved to the Crown 
Mountain Swim & Tennis community 
in Dahlonega, and they love it! They 
invite friends to visit them.
Richard Whitten ‘68 is a relief 
veterinarian with USDA’s Food Safety 
Inspection Service in Carrollton, Ga., 
and recently volunteered to serve a 
13-month assignment in Afghanistan 
to help rebuild that country’s 
agricultural sector. Whitten also served 
as an agricultural advisor in Iraq from 
February 2008 through February 2009 
on a Provincial Reconstruction Team 
(PRT) in Anbar province. 
1970s
Cuyler McKnight ’70 has been named 
president of North Carolina’s Oak 
Ridge Military Academy. 
Tony DaSilva ’71 and Linda DaSliva 
’81 are empty nesters now that son, 
Michael, has begun college at North 
Georgia. Michael is the seventh family 
member to grace campus! Tony and 
Linda are also proud grandparents of 
Easton DaSilva, son of Jon and Ashley 
DaSilva ’05.
Lorinda B. Fournier ’73 attended 
North Georgia 40 years ago, and now, 
her daughter, Eva Fournier, is attending. 
She began summer 2009 and loves 
being a student at her mother’s alma 
mater.
Chris Gore ’78 was honored by 
Atlanta’s Woodruff Arts Center in 2009 
for more than 30 years of dedication to 
helping his students realize their artistic 
talents. Gore teaches art at Dawson 
County High School.
1980s
MAJ (R) Thomas D. Jones ’80 is 
working at the Centers for Disease 
Control in Atlanta. 
BG Stephen G. Fogarty ’84 will take 
over as commander of Fort Huachuca 
and its military intelligence school in 
June. The intelligence director for  
CLASSNOTES
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U.S. Central Command will assume 
the top job at Fort Huachuca, Arizona’s 
largest military installation. A formal 
change-of-command ceremony is 
tentatively set for June 25. Fogarty has 
served as Central Command director 
of intelligence since June 2008. His 
most recent wartime assignment was 
as intelligence director for the Joint 
Intelligence Operations Center in 
Afghanistan. Fogarty, a former Army 
Ranger, is a master parachutist and 
formerly served with the 75th Ranger 
Regiment at Fort Benning. He was 
inducted as a distinguished member of 
the regiment in 2009.
In August, Shauna and Bas Oskam ’80 
celebrated their son Matt’s wedding to 
Denisse Iacobucci in McDonough, Ga. 
Several fellow classmates attended the 
celebration. L-R Tom Jones ’80, Cindy 
Jones, Lynn Slocum Rainwater ’80, 
Barry Rainwater ’80, Shauna Jaquess 
Oskam ’80, Bas Oskam ’80, Barbara Day 
McLaughlin ’79 and Phil McCollum.
Jeanne P. Layman ’85 would love 
to hear from her classmates. She is 
enjoying the company of her children 
every chance she gets.
LTC (R) Bill Barrett ’86 and Holly 
Barrett ’86 relocated to Knoxville, 
Tenn., upon Bill’s retirement from 
the Army. He is now working as a 
production support manager for the 
Y-12 National Security Complex, and 
Holly is telecommuting for a Maryland 
CPA firm. Holly has a Facebook page 
and asks you to look them up! 
Lori Dalaine Stone ’88 earned 
an education specialist degree in 
educational administration and policy 
from the University of Georgia, and 
she is currently working for textbook 
publisher Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. 
1990s
Laura Ralston ’90, associate 
professor of mathematics at Georgia 
Highlands College, received an award 
for outstanding academic advising 
administrator from the National 
Academic Advising Association 
recently. 
Jon Moses ’93, of Johns Creek, Ga., 
was named Johns Creek Police “Officer 
of the Quarter” in 2009 for 
his outstanding service to the 
department. Moses joined 
the Johns Creek Police 
Department in April 2008, 
following a 14-year career 
with Fulton County Police as 
a patrol officer and detective. 
Moses earned a bachelor’s 
degree in biology from North 
Georgia before entering a 
career in law enforcement. 
Pictured: Jon Moses (center) 
with his wife Allison and 
Police Chief Ed Densmore.
Kim Patterson MED ’95 was 
named Teacher of the Year 
at West Fannin Elementary 
School and is one of five 
nominees for Fannin County 
Teacher of the Year. She and 
her husband William have two 
children: Will, a high school 
freshman, and Emilee, a senior 
at North Georgia.
MAJ Bobby Brookshire ’95 (above 
left) submitted this photo taken with 
Georgia Governor Sonny Perdue, who 
visited with Georgia soldiers of the 
48th Brigade just before Thanksgiving 
2009. This photo was taken in the 
dining facility at Camp Phoenix as 
Gov. Perdue was visiting the Kabul 
area. Brookshire is the executive officer 
with the 48th Brigade.
Dr. Bryson D. Payne ’97, has been 
the chief information officer at North 
Georgia since 2006 and has been 
named chair-elect of the Board of 
Regents’ Administrative Committee 
Alumni at Fort Gordon
Four North Georgia alumni participated in 
the Army’s Command and General Staff 
College at Fort Gordon, Ga., and the group 
graduated in 2009. From left to right:  LTC 
(R) Calvin Owens ’83, leadership instructor; 
MAJ Breck Paris ’95, MAJ Jay Maher ’97, 
MAJ Marc Young ’94. 
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on Information Technology, the 
professional advisory group of all 35 
University System of Georgia CIOs 
and IT Directors. Bryson and his wife 
Beverly live in Dahlonega with sons 
Alex and Max. 
Deborah E. (Macko) Buford ’97 was 
married May 16, 2009, to Melvin E. 
Buford. The couple lives in Dacula, Ga. 
Suzanne E. Sheldon ’99 lives in High 
Shoals, Ga., where she practices mixed 
animal veterinary medicine. She 
occasionally plays golf with her dad, 
Ted Sheldon ’67, and they have ’99 
vs ’67 tennis playoffs. Suzanne gives a 
“shout out” to all her DZ sisters.
Jay Watson ’99 worked with Merial 
Select in Gainesville for three years 
after graduation before returning to 
school. He received a bachelor’s degree 
in nursing from Valdosta State in 2005 
and worked in the South Georgia 
Medical Center ICU for two years. Last 
year, he married Emily Fields, and then 
began attending Wolford College in 
Naples, Fla., where he is studying to be 
a nurse anesthetist. 
2000s
Dennis Sidre ’06 was promoted 
to captain in October 2009, and 
LTG Benjamin Mixon ’75 (above 
left) participated in the promotion 
ceremony. Sidre says his near future 
includes PCSing, Airborne school, Air 
Assault School, and the SCCC course 
at Fort Gordon in late spring.
CAPT Timothy Palmer ’01 was 
selected from among thousands of his 
peers to receive a 2009 Army-level 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur Leadership 
Award. Palmer is a U.S. Army Europe 
junior officer with the 172nd Infantry 
Brigade, based in Schweinfurt, 
Germany. At the time of his selection 
Palmer was commander of Headquarters 
and Headquarters Company, 1st 
Battalion, 2nd Infantry. Earning a 
MacArthur Award places Palmer in a 
select group of Army leaders. Of the 
approximately 30,000 officers from 
across the Army eligible to compete, 
40 advanced to Armywide competition 
and 25 were ultimately chosen as 
MacArthur recipients. The MacArthur 
Award is presented annually to 
company-grade and junior warrant 
officers who demonstrate MacArthur’s 
ideals of “duty, honor and country” 
and have proven records of 
performance, leadership and 
achievement.
Russell Hewatt ’04 married Kara N. 
(Bagwell) Hewatt ’05 in October 2008, 
in Jekyll Island, Ga.
FOB Fenty Airfield, Afghanistan
CAPT Dean Herman ’02 submitted this photo from June 
2009 of himself and four other North Georgia alumni who 
had the opportunity to get together on FOB Fenty Airfield, 
Afghanistan, where they were flanked by the rugged Konar 
Valley. They all sent their best wishes to fellow alumni and 
their families. From left to right: Adam Stead ’02, Jimmy 
Blackmon ’91, Matt McNeal ’05, Jared Norrell ’94, and Her-
man. At the time, Blackmon was serving as the Task Force 
Palehorse Squadron Commander and Norrell was assigned 
to 4/4ID TF Mountain Warrior as the Brigade S3. Blackmon 
and Herman were on their first tour to Afghanistan; both 
have previously served twice in OIF. McNeal was on his first 
tour and enjoying life as the Battle Captain. Stead had been flying OH-58 helicopters for the taskforce and completed 
numerous combat missions. 
Special note: CW2 Adam Stead, ’02, was injured in Afghanistan by small arms fire in September 2009 while providing 
security and surveillance for ground troops that were engaged by enemy contact. Adam received a bullet wound to the 
left rear of his head. Since then, Stead has been undergoing treatment and therapy in the U.S., and he is making good 
progress. His wife, Carrie, is able to be with him and has been keeping friends updated via the Web site: 
www.caringbridge.org/visit/adamstead. 
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In May 2009, several North Georgia alumni graduated 
together with transitional Doctorate in Physical Therapy 
(tDPT) degrees from from Alabama State University. 
Congratulations to the following: 
•  Bobby Kannady, Jr. ’01, who works in Byron, Ga.
•  Kenneth Dawes, Jr. ’00, who works in Dallas, Texas 
•  Nancy Jo Haws ’04 who works in Blairsville, Ga., and 
specializes in wound care 
•  Tamey T. Howard ’00, who works in Atlanta, special-
izing in pediatric care 
•  Olabisi Jarrett Brown ’01, who works in Atlanta, spe-
cializing in orthopedics and women’s health, and is certi-
fied in biofeedback for pelvic floor muscle dysfunction
•  Everald O. Clark ’01, who works in Augusta, Ga.
•  Jonathan D. Haas ’00, who works in Greenville, SC, 
specializing in electrophysiology 
•  Doug Akers ’05, who works in Atlanta and has achieved 
his manual therapy certification 
•  Kesha Marquette King ’04, who works in Fayetteville, 
Ga., specializing in women’s health 
•  Charles L. Owen, Jr. ’97, who works in Atlanta and is   
an Orthopedic Certified Specialist (OCS) 
•  Diana E. Wofford Flegel ’01, who works in Atlanta
•  Hettie Stewart ’01, who works in Villa Rica, Ga.
•  Jill A. Gibbs Derums ’98, who works in Waverly Hall, 
Ga., and specializes in pediatrics 
•  Melinda S. Forrester ’06, who works in Atlanta and 
specializes in wound care 
•  Kim A. Sutter Griffeth ’04
North Georgia alumni earn tDPT degrees
Mr. Dan Tate ’36 Aug. 8, 2009
Mr. Raleight G. Knight ’36 Oct. 11, 2009
Colonel H. G. Dalton ’36 Feb. 12, 2010
Dr. Robert W. McKey ’37 Aug. 6, 2009
Mr. G. Erskin Rice ’37 Nov. 18, 2009
Dr. William C. Sams, Jr. ’38 Aug. 20, 2009
Mr. William P. McGuire, Jr. ’38 Oct. 2, 2009
Mr. William T. Brown, Jr. ’38 Nov. 26, 2009
Mr. Henry N. Collar ’39 April 9, 2009
LTC Carl H. Bell, Jr.  ’39 May 1, 2009
Mrs. Virginia Quintrell Merritt ’39 May 20, 2009
Mr. John B. Hulsey ’39 July 16, 2009
Mr. Jack W. Wansley ’39 Sept. 25, 2009
Mrs. Vivian Mote Shuman ’39 Sept. 26, 2009
Mr. Robert C. Norris ’39 Feb. 13, 2010
Mrs. Mary Jo Dally Whitley ’40 Mar. 23, 2009
Miss Mary Beatrice Warmack ’40 June 12, 2009
Mr. Charles W. Young ’40 June 12, 2009
Mrs. Julia Gilmore Minish ’41 Sept. 9, 2009
Mrs. Bitha Belle Dowdy
     Hutcheson ’41 Nov. 18, 2009
Mrs. Fay Rider Fitts ’41 Feb. 10, 2010
Mrs. Lillian Fuller Sharp ’42 Aug. 6, 2009
Mr. Thomas M. Fort, Jr. ’42 Nov. 1, 2009
Mr. Allen V. Johnson, Jr. ’43 Aug. 26, 2009
Judge Thomas A. Hutcheson ’43 Oct. 13, 2009
Ralph H. Groover, Jr. ’43 Dec. 14, 2009
Mrs. Modena Nash Andrews ’44 Mar. 20, 2009
Mr. Robert C. Carter ’44 July 1, 2009
Mr. Cecil B. Rainwater ’44 Nov. 11, 2009
Mr. Terrell A. Teague ’44 Mar. 16, 2010
Mr. Ludwig H. Stein ’45 July 31, 2009
Mr. Paul F. Langford ’46 Jan. 23, 2010
Mr Byron H. Hurst ’46 Feb. 11, 2010
Dr. Frank M. Boyd ’48 July 13, 2009
COL(R) Herman J. Miller, Jr. ’48 Sept. 9, 2009
Mr. John W. Moore ’48 Mar. 25, 2010
Mr. D. Lewis Bledsoe ’49 April 19, 2009
Mr. James W. Nesbitt ’49 July 8, 2009
Mr. Billy N. Elder, Sr. ’49 Feb. 8, 2010
Mr. Eber E. Collins, Jr. ’50 Sept. 11, 2009
Rev. Marcus R. Martin ’50 Mar. 22, 2010
Mr. Harold H. McGinnis ’50 Mar. 29, 2010
Mr. Wayne A. Taylor ’51 Dec. 11, 2009
Mr. Max S. Sims ’51 Dec. 15, 2009
Mrs. Catherine West O’Dillon ’52 April 16, 2009
Mr. Samuel E. Clonts, Jr ’52 Sept. 10, 2009
Mr. Charles T. Ruark ’52 Mar. 15, 2010
Mr. Donald F. Dean ’53 June 19, 2009
Mrs. Nickie Jackson Bleckley ’53 June 23, 2009
Mr. Alfred S. Holbrook, Jr. ’53 Sept. 1, 2009
Mr. Armor H. Reece ’53 Oct. 2, 2009
LTC Ed Hickson, Jr. ’54 May 2, 2009
Ms. Lois R. Peacock ’54 Mar. 13, 2009
Mr. Floyd E. Hester, Jr. ’55 July 25, 2009
BG John E. Rogers ’55 Aug. 29, 2009
Miss Will Dee Baxter ’55 Dec. 13, 2009
Mrs. Bettye Boyd Parr ’56 Sept. 11, 2009
Ms. Doris Velma Allen ’56 Feb. 22, 2010
Mr. Robert C. Clark, Jr. ’57 Sept. 5, 2009
The Hon. Ben J. Miller ’57 Nov. 27, 2009
Mrs. Corinne Burnett Hogsed ’58 Dec. 8, 2009
Mr. L. B. Holcombe ’58 Dec. 30, 2009
Mrs. Mary Jim Nichols Brown ’59 Oct. 11, 2009
Mr. Darrell M. Bennett ’59 Not available
Mrs. Glenda Floyd Smart ’60 June 27, 2009
Miss Susan Irene Archer ’61 Sept. 11, 2009
Mrs. Mary Lou King Conner ’62 June 6, 2009
Ms. Patsy Jean Bartlett ’62 Mar. 5, 2010
Mr. George W. O’Kelley ’62 Mar. 27, 2010
Dr. Albert L. Cousins ’66 Mar. 8, 2010
MAJ Wayne R. Fuller, Jr. ’68 May 2, 2009
Ms. Cynthia Lee McDonald ’69 Nov. 19, 2009
Mr. Dewey H. Vollrath, Jr. ’70 June 23, 2009
LTC David Lee Dickson ’70 Nov. 29, 2009
Mr. John W. Cameron ’71 Aug. 1, 2009
Mr. Jeffery L. Griffin ’74 Aug. 22, 2009
Mrs. June Stephenson Robinson ’75 April 6, 2009
Colonel James E. Handley ’78 May 11, 2009
Mrs. Elizabeth Caldwell Rhodes ’79 Feb. 21, 2010
Mr. John W. Keith ’79 July 4, 2009
Mrs. .Sarah Grant Christy ’82 Feb. 28, 2010
Mrs. Frances Chaney Platt ’90 Nov. 10, 2009
Mr. William C. Dubis ’91 June 17, 2009
MAJ Kevin M. Jenrette ’95 June 4, 2009
Mr. James S. Brown ’96 May 2, 2009
Mr. David T. Morris ’98 Aug. 20, 2009
Mr. Daniel R. Leuthner ’99 Oct. 16, 2009
Mr. Larry J. Sosebee ’02 Dec. 24, 2009
Mr. Nicholas K. Hardage ’06 Aug. 29, 2009
Mr. Jeremy S. Bouasy ’08 April 25, 2009
SGT Andrew H. McConnell ’07  Sept. 14, 2009
Mrs. Eulene Cantrell (Retired staff)  April 13, 2009
Mr. James Mathis (Friend) July 12, 2009 
Mrs. Elizabeth A. Sanders (Friend) Aug. 6, 2009 
Mr. Jewell Edward Norell (Retired staff) Oct. 8, 2009
Mr. Fred Hooper (Retired staff) Oct. 10, 2009
Mrs. Martha Hutcherson (Former staff) Jan. 5, 2010
Mrs. Willene Moss Cody (Friend) Feb. 28, 2010 
Mrs. Ruth N. Hunsinger (Former staff) Mar. 1, 2010
Mrs. Katherina A. Colombo (Friend) Mar. 24, 2010
Mr. Ralph O’Neal (Friend) Feb. 24, 2005
Mr. Brian Baker (Student) Oct. 21, 2009
Mr. Caleb Sorohan (Student) Dec. 16, 2009
Mrs. Cory Tostenson (Student) April 4, 2010
In Memoriam
North Georgia College & State University paid tribute to the following alumni, employees, students and friends in the annual
Memorial Retreat during the 2010 Parents-Alumni Weekend. They are listed by class year with their date of death.
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Keep the momentum going!
There are many things to celebrate these days at North 
Georgia. The reputation of this great university continues 
to be strengthened through the hard work of its students 
and extraordinary efforts of the faculty and staff. It is also 
strengthened through the support of thousands of loyal 
alumni, community partners, and great friends. 
Even as our level of state support has declined, North 
Georgia continues to move forward on many fronts thanks 
to the support we receive through gifts to the North Geor-
gia Fund. 
The North Georgia Fund supports a wide variety of aca-
demic and military initiatives that are vital to the distinc-
tive educational experience that North Georgia College & State University provides 
its students as we prepare them to be professional, civic and military leaders. 
If you are a regular contributor to the North Georgia Fund, thank you for your kind 
support and we hope you will renew your gift this year. If you have never given, I hope 
you will consider making your first gift to support your alma mater. All gifts, regardless 
of size, can make a difference in our ability to meet student needs.
We are grateful to those alumni who choose to be members of the North Georgia 
College & State University Alumni Association, and especially those who support 
the North Georgia Fund in addition to their membership dues. 
The Alumni Association continues to connect with our loyal alumni through 
events like the Alumni Gold Rush Reception, Parents-Alumni Weekend, and the 
many class and area reunions. Further, the introduction of North Georgia NetCom-
munity, our online community for alumni and friends, provides opportunities for 
alumni and donors to interact regularly with the university. You can join the commu-
nity at www.northgeorgia.org.
Gifts made to the university are essential today to maintain the high level of 
excellence our students and cadets are achieving and the university’s ability to instill 
timeless values in its students. We encourage and challenge all alumni to support your 
beloved institution through a gift to the North Georgia Fund today. We have placed a 
return envelope in this issue for your convenience. Thank you for your support!
Andrew J. Leavitt, PhD
Executive Director, North Georgia College & State University Foundation, Inc.
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Mike Cottrell
Dr. James A. Crupi ’70 
James Faulkner
Joe M. Hatfield ’85
COL (Ret.) T. Haines Hill ’56
Terry B. Horton ’57
H. Dwight Mathews ’66 
Robert S. Mathews ’71 
Mary Helen McGruder ’68
J.T. Morgan ’50
LTG (R) Burton DeWayne Patrick ’57
Dr. L. Jeffrey Payne ’83
Brooks Pennington III
Roberta Green Sims ’53
Janice H. Van Meter ’59
TRUSTEES EMERITI
BG (R) Josiah Blasingame, Jr. ’54
GEN (R) William J. Livsey ’52
EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS 
Dr. David L. Potter, NGCSU President
Linda Appling Sumpter ’61, 
    NGCSU Alumni Association President
H. Mike Hyams, NGCSU Saints Club President
Frank “Mac” McConnell ’79, Vice President 
    for Business and Finance
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Dr. Andrew Leavitt,  Vice President 
    for Advancement
Honor Roll, President’s Report go online
For the first time, North Georgia’s annual President’s Report, which includes our 
Honor Roll of Donors, has been published only in an online format. Eliminating the 
traditional paper-and-ink version was a real cost-saver for the university at a time 
when every effort was required to provide student scholarship assistance and academic 
program support. The President’s Report and online honor roll are available at  
www.northgeorgia.edu/presidentreport.




he first day of spring was a perfect day for softball  
and the dedication of the Haines & Carolyn Hill Softball 
Stadium, a.k.a. “The Hill.”
The event was followed just a few weeks later with the dedica-
tion of the Bob Stein Baseball Stadium, in honor of the alumnus 
who helped bring baseball back to North Georgia in 2000.  The 
stadiums were packed with fans, friends and family of the Hills 
and Bob Stein, whose generous gifts to the North Georgia Col-
lege & State University Foundation made the stadiums possible.
The Hills attended North Georgia in the 1950s, and were fol-
lowed by their daughter Jeri, son Keith, and two of their four grandchildren. Haines served as the commandant of cadets and professor of military 
science at North Georgia and spent 10 more years working in staff positions after his retirement from the military. He also served as mayor of 
Dahlonega from 1986 to 1990 and again from 1996 to 2000.  The Hills, members of the Saints Club, are ardent supporters of the athletic depart-
ment, particularly the softball team, as Carolyn previously coached summer league softball in the Alexandria, Va., area. 
Stein played intercollegiate baseball his first three years at North Georgia and was honored as a Distinguished Military Student at his 1971 
graduation. The intercollegiate baseball program at North Georgia was discontinued in 1977, the same year Stein earned his law degree from 
Atlanta Law School. When the decision was made a decade ago to bring back the intercollegiate baseball program, Stein was at the forefront in 
making it happen. In addition to contributing financially to the program, he was involved in recruiting coaches and athletes and establishing facili-
ties. Stein also served as a volunteer assistant coach when the program was restarted, driving to Dahlonega from Atlanta every day for the first 
three years of the program.
For the dedication, Stein donned the same uniform he had worn as an assistant coach. He was joined on the field by his wife, Lynn, who gradu-
ated from North Georgia in 1974, and their son Andy.
Dangling in a tree, some 20 feet above 
the ground, with rifles pointed at you by 
a squad of soldiers, who were making de-
mands in an unfamiliar language, would 
concern most men. When the rifles fired 
and your parachute released you, you’d 
know your troubles were only just begin-
ning. That was 20-year old Jack Rhodes’ 
introduction to a German prisoner of war 
camp in February 1945.
With few World War II combatants 
still living, Rhodes shared his story with 
North Georgia’s oral history program 
recently to keep alive the personal reali-
ties of the soldier’s experience. Wars are 
remembered through major battles and 
powerful generals, but personal stories 
provide a better measure of the real 
nature of war. 
Rhodes grew up in Tignall, Ga., and 
his mother’s influence as a teacher led 
him to college at North Georgia, where 
he joined the Air Corps Cadets. After 
college, which was only two years at the 
time, he commissioned and trained to 
fly the P-47 Thunderbolt. His combat 
flight ended when ground fire damaged 
his plane and a German Messerschmidt 
ME-109 took pursuit. His stressed engine 
was no match for the Luftwaffe’s best 
fighter plane, and he was shot down and 
ejected. His stay as a prisoner wasn’t long, 
as he was liberated by General Patton’s 
troops in late April 1945. Upon libera-
tion, he and a few others took the liberty 
to retrieve their German Prisoner of War 
files, which he still has today. 
Rhodes’ generation, having grown 
up in the Great Depression and fought 
World War II, created a sense of team-
work and responsibility for each other 
that few other American generations 
know. It is in this framework that Rhodes 
recently made a major gift to the North 
Georgia Fund as a way to sustain the 
university’s distinctive educational expe-
rience and provide life-changing opportu-
nities for future generations of students.
Now retired as a community leader in 
Washington, Ga., Rhodes still exempli-
fies the important qualities that North 
Georgia fosters – leaders who respect 
all people, maintain high ethical stan-
dards, continue intellectual and personal 
growth, and serve the community, the 
state, the nation, and the world. Thank 
you, Jack Rhodes!
Former POW makes life-changing gift to university
T
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North Georgia’s shooting teams earn national recognition
A lifelong love of shooting 
sports has turned into national 
recognition for two North Geor-
gia College & State University 
shooting teams and the seniors 
who lead them.
Cheryl Roberts, a criminal 
justice major from Douglas, 
Ga., won the Women’s Air 
Pistol intercollegiate national 
championship in March, and 
Cadet Sean-Paul Adams, from 
Suwanee, Ga., who graduated in 
May, won first place in individu-
al scoring in both pistol and rifle 
competitions at combat shoot-
ing competitions in February at 
Fort Benning.
North Georgia’s collegiate 
shooting team and combat 
shooting team each distinguished 
themselves nationally under the lead of 
Roberts and Adams. 
The Intercollegiate Pistol team finished 
the year as national champions. The 
Combat Shooting Team finished 10th out 
of 44 teams in the overall competition 
at the All-Army Shooting Competition, 
won the Commander’s Trophy for first 
place at the Fort Benning Pistol Cham-
pionship, and won second in the Fort 
Benning Rifle Championship.
“The team has done amazing each  
year, earning an invitation to nationals 
and placing in the top 10 every year since 
it was started three years ago,” Roberts 
said. 
Both Roberts and Adams are modest 
about their talents, despite their accom-
plishments on a national level. 
“I really like how shooting pushes  
you individually,” Roberts said. “Yes,  
you are competing against other people, 
but at competitions it is just 
you on that line and whether 
it goes good or bad all depends 
on you, not on your team-
mates. Shooting has taught  
me a lot about myself, such  
as I don’t have near the 
patience I need, but also that 
hard work and dedication re-
ally do pay off.”
Adams said his success lies 
in working on fundamentals.
“What makes a great 
shooter in my eyes, and what 
I’ve always been taught, is the 
person with the least amount 
of mistakes made. …I’ve just 
tried to apply the fundamen-
tals each and every time,” 
Adams said. 
North Georgia’s shooting teams – 
NCAA rifle team, pistol team, and 
combat shooting – are great examples 
of the university’s dedicated and skilled 
student-athletes. However, due to the na-
ture of their sport, private contributions 
are required to support their activities and 
competitions. 
If you would like to help sustain North 
Georgia’s shooting sports, please consider 
a gift to the North Georgia Fund today.
Cadet Sean-Paul Adams and Cheryl Roberts captained their teams to national 
competitions.
Bill Pope, a 1972 graduate of North Georgia, 
has funded a cadet scholarship that will honor 
a late friend while providing a life-changing 
opportunity for students who are willing to 
work hard to pursue their dreams.
The scholarship fund will be known as  
The MAJ Steve Pavlica, USMA ’79,  
Memorial Scholarship, and it will support 
cadets who are pursuing a commission, but 
who come from disadvantaged circumstances 
and who are unlikely to qualify for a HOPE 
scholarship. 
The first award will be made in a couple of 
years, after the fund has accumulated sufficient 
investment earnings.
Pope initiates cadet scholarship fund
Support is needed for continued success
the
Did North Georgia 
make a difference 
in your life?
You can make a difference for current students by giving 
to the North Georgia Fund every year. Every gift helps, 
no matter how large or small.  To give now, go online at 
www.northgeorgia.org or call 706.867.2873.
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Travel with North Georgia
his year’s Parents-Alumni Weekend brought three groups back to campus for 
reunions – the classes of 1948-54, the class of 1960, and the classes of 1988-91. All 
had a fun time reminiscing and catching up with friends.
The members of the class of 1960 received a surprise tribute at their 50th-year class 
reunion when they were presented with medallions marking their entry into the Golden 
Alumni Society. 
The university designed the golden medallions to honor alumni upon the 50th-year 
celebration of their graduation. The more than 70 alumni from class of 1960 attending 
the reunion were the first to receive the medallions, each inscribed with the graduate’s 
name and class year. 
Those alumni who graduated before 1960 and would like a Golden Alumni Society 
medallion should contact the Alumni Relations Office at 706.864.1545 or by e-mail at 
alumni@northgeorgia.edu to request one. The medallion, with the alumnus’ name and 
class year engraved on the back, will be provided free of charge. 
Golden Alumni Society honors those celebrating 50+ years
Class reunions draw alumni to campus
Join North Georgia alumni and friends to travel the world! 
Autumn in New England (Sept. 29 - Oct. 9, 2010)
     Visit the mountains of Vermont and New Hampshire, the coastline of Maine and the towns of Boston and  
     Newport during the peak season for the autumn colors. 
Discover Tuscany (Nov. 4-14, 2010)
     Enjoy a six-night stay in Tuscany, the birthplace of the Italian Renaissance., and tour historic Assisi and the  
     Basilica of St. Francis.  This 10-day trip includes 13 meals (8 breakfasts, 5 dinners).
British Landscapes (Coming in March 2011)
     Includes London, Cambridge, York, Edinburgh, Wales, Stratford Upon Avon, Bath Stonehenge and many more. 
Contact Continuing Education at 706.864.1918 or visit www.northgeorgia.edu/ce.
Attendees at the classes of 1948-54 reunion were also presented with medallions. More than 60 alumni 
and guests from these classes attended this annual event.
Karen Tilley ’60 with her medallion.
Gay Coleman, Susan Adair Gendron and Ann Hammel  
at the 1988-91 classes reunion at Pine Valley.
T
To see more reunion photos, visit www.northgeorgia.org.
Click to connect...
Join North Georgia NetCommunity
www.northgeorgia.org
June 12 Area reunion in Greer, SC 
June 19 Area reunion at Fort Drum, New York 
July 4 Fireworks show at William J. Livsey Drill Field
Aug. 10-15 FROG Week begins
Aug. 18 Fall classes begin 
Sept. 17-19  Class of 1965 reunion
Sept. 25 Class of 1980 reunion 
Sept. 25-26 Fall Family Weekend
Oct. 8-10 Class of 1970 reunion 
Oct. 16 Gold Rush Alumni Association reception, 4 pm.
For more information
about community and 
cultural events, visit the 
online events guide at 
www.northgeorgia.edu/
eventsguide.
For details about alumni 
events and activities, visit 
www.northgeorgia.org.
Events
Upcoming       
Office of Institutional Advancement
P.O. Box 1599
Dahlonega, GA 30533
Gold at the end of the rainbow
If you ever wondered if there is gold at the end of the rainbow, this photo leaves no doubt. Captured by a North Georgia staff member during a rainy fall day, the 
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